THE   CHILDREN'S   OMNIBUS

be, and giving each one of his bread pills, for which
he took a small sum, he promised a perfect cure in
three hours' time.

Before this time had elapsed, however,   Owlglass
left the town with his illgotten earnings.

How   Owlglass  cheated   a   Horse-dealer   at   Wismar,   and
afterwards cheated the Public

OWLGLASS next went to Wismar, a town much
frequented by horse-dealers, and one of these
had a habit of pulling the tail of any horse he thought
'of buying. This he did from a notion that, if the hair
were firm in the tail, the horse was strong, and would
live long; but if, on the contrary, the hair came out
freely, that the animal would not last long, and he
would therefore have nothing to do with it. Owlglass
knew of this habit, and determined to make some
profit of it, so he bought a horse without a tail, which
he got very cheap on that account, and most - artfully
he fastened a beautifully flowing tail to the bare
stump, by means of gum. With this horse he went
to Wismar, and asked so high a price that no one
would bid for it, until the dealer came whose habit it
was to pull the horses' tails, and him he asked a very
low price. Before striking a bargain, the Horse-
dealer, as usual, caught hold of the tail, and having
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